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HALTON DISTRICT SCHOOL BOARD 
Special Education Advisory Committee       
JWS – Large Boardroom 
Tuesday, June 5, 2018, 7pm 
 

MINUTES 
 

Present:  Jason Bartlett, Chair (Member-at-Large); Denise Nacev (Vice-Chair); Amy Collard 
(Trustee Alternate); Lisa Cameron (Autism Ontario); Mike Brown (Halton Down 
Syndrome Association); Tammy Beattie (Learning Disabilities Association of Ontario); 
Leah Reynolds (Trustee Alternate); Dawn Spence (Association for Bright Children); 
Richelle Papin (Trustee Representative); Lucille Morris (Member at Large); Sherry 
Foster (Association for Bright Children) 

 
Staff: Mark Zonneveld (Superintendent); Sean Marks (Principal of Special Education); 

Margaret Kew (Vice-Principal of Special Education); Rebecca Bardin (Administrator-
Student Services)  

  
Regrets: Kim Graves (Trustee); Melissa Dockeray (Easter Seals Ontario); Sophia Siddiqi (Halton 

Down Syndrome Association); Diane Vandenbossche (Learning Disabilities Association 
of Halton) 

 
Trustees: Andréa Grebenc; Jeanne Gray;  
   
1.0   Opening 
1.1. Welcome and Call to Order 

J. Bartlett called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.  J. Bartlett acknowledged the attendance of 
Andréa Grebenc, Chair of the Board and Trustee Jeanne Gray at this evenings SEAC meeting.  

           
1.2. Approval of Agenda 

#112-18 D. Nacev/S. Foster          
Be it resolved that the Special Education Advisory Committee approve the agenda for 
June 5, 2018 as amended.   

Carried Unanimously                                                               
2.0 Call for Notices of Motion/Reports to the Board 
 None 
 
3.0 Action 

3.1  Minutes of May 1, 2018  meeting 
#113-18 A. Collard/D. Nacev 

Be it resolved that the minutes for the meeting of the Special Education Advisory 
Committee for May 1, 2018 be approved.  
 

     
   Carried Unanimously 
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3.2  Gifted Screening Process Adjustments 

M. Zonneveld introduced the Grade 4 Gifted Screening Process Presentation and gave an 
overview of the transition to the CCAT7.  M. Zonneveld confirmed that this process change 
will be updated in the Special Education Plan and included in the appendices.                   
M. Zonneveld introduced presenter S. Lynch, Instructional Program Lead, HDSB.  S. Lynch 
gave an overview of the Gr. 4 Gifted Screening process and then touched on CCAT 
domains, administration, accommodations, reports, results and the overall changes to the 
screening process.   S. Lynch concluded her presentation with the 2018/19 gifted screening 
timeline and also mentioned that the change to CCAT7 was well received at the school 
level.  S. Lynch opened the floor to SEAC for questions and discussion.   
 
Questions and comments were brought forward by SEAC members to allow clarity of the 
data, validity, results, cost and next steps associated with the CCAT testing.  Discussion 
ensued amongst the members.  Questions that required additional detail will be brought 
back to members at a later date.  
 
S. Foster commented that these changes were reviewed by ABC Representatives last year 
and ABC is pleased that the GRS is being discontinued.   ABC discussed expectations of 
testing and mentioned that parents may approach the school if they feel their child is gifted.  
S. Foster is looking forward to working with S. Hall surrounding the primary screening for 
next year.  ABC appreciates that this is going in the right direction and that it will offer 
improved information to the parents and students.  

 
M. Zonneveld announced that S. Lynch, will be moving into a SERT role at Viola Desmond 
Public School and offered congratulations on her new role.  
M. Zonneveld introduced and welcomed S. Hall who will be moving from an IRT to the IPL 
role with the gifted portfolio.  
 

3.3 Budget 
M. Zonneveld shared the 2018/2019 budget proposal and mentioned that there are no 
proposed reductions in HDSB Special Education for the 2018/2019 school year.  M. 
Zonneveld highlighted what has been brought forward to the Board for approval. These 
items included ministry grants for the Renewed Math Strategy focus on students with 
learning disabilities, grants for increases in SERTS, EA’s, AT Leads, Blind Low Vision IRT, 
4 Mental Health positions.    
 
M. Zonneveld noted that funds to support the mental health additions are provided from the 
EPO specific to Mental Health workers.   
A. Collard would like to know how this addition will be reported to the public. M. Zonneveld 
responded that this question can be brought forward to L. Veerman.  
M. Zonneveld also mentioned that the autism class pilot will continue, one year focused 
intensive CPS system support and support for phase 3 of Special Education review.  An 
end in ministry autism funding, will result in a return to 4 ABA facilitators.                           
M. Zonneveld concluded that the 2018/19 HDSB Special Education budget proposal is 
being brought forward to the Board for approval. 

 
S. Foster inquired what the budget would be for phase 3 of the Special Education Review 
and what was going to be reviewed in this phase? 
M. Zonneveld responded that this has been discussed amongst the Sped Review 
Committee and a summary of next steps will be reviewed with SEAC.  
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M. Zonneveld mentioned that a number of the budget items are EPO’s.  Once staffing is 
complete this will be reflected in the Sped. Plan staff numbers.  

 
D. Nacev requested that the structured learning pilot be included in the Special Education 
Plan. Discussion ensued amongst members and it was decided that this would be reflected 
in the 2018/2019 Special Education Plan.   

 
J. Bartlett requested clarification on closing the gap program.  
A collard responded that closing the gap is capital expenditure for maintenance. Proceeds 
of disposition come from the sale of property.   
M. Zonneveld suggested that J. Bartlett send questions regarding revenue and surplus 
through email and these questions will be brought forward for further clarification.  

 
 3.4 Special Athletes Track Meet Improvements  

   M. Zonneveld highlighted changes to the Special Athletes Track Meet while also 
acknowledging the excellent work of the past.  The meet was hosted on June 20th at Garth 
Webb Secondary School, year 31 with 324 students in attendance.   

  Changes were made to the events to allow more inclusivity and to give students additional 
opportunities to participate in events. The Student Oath was updated to create a reflective 
student perspective.  It has been determined that students of all abilities should have the 
opportunity to be involved in other regional track meets, this is being reviewed and 
discussions are taking place to create increased inclusivity.   

  HDSB is considering a partnership with Special Olympics Ontario. June 2019, World 
Special Olympics games are being held in Toronto.  This organization has reached out to 
school boards across the province to discuss opportunities for schools to host events 
leading up to the games.   
D. Nacev recognized and thanked the Optimus Club of Burlington/Milton/Oakville for their 
donation of food and volunteers to support the Special Athletes Track Meet and providing 
lunch to the participants.  
M. Zonneveld concluded the presentation with a chart outlining the categories of events 
that were offered at the 2018 track meet and noted that the adjustment to event categories 
allowed more opportunity for student participation.  

   
3.5 Special Education Plan 2018/2019.  

M. Zonneveld approved including the descriptor of the structured learning class into the 
2018/19 Sped Plan.    

 
Motion to support the 2018/19 Special Education Plan as amended with the addition of the 
Structured Learning descriptor. 

 #114-18 R. Papin/L. Morris          
 

  Member at Large voted yes 
 Member at Large voted yes 

 Association for Bright Children voted yes 
 Autism Ontario voted yes 
 Easter Seals Ontario – representative absent 
 Halton Down Syndrome Association voted yes 
 Learning Disabilities Association of Halton voted no 
 Trustee Representative voted yes 
 Trustee Representative voted yes 

LDAH will be filing a minority report to follow up with the vote not to support the 2018/2019 
Special Education Plan.  
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T. Beattie appreciates the continued support from the Board, Administrators and school 
staff for students with LD through the Self-Contained classes, scheduled professional 
development for teachers as well as the Renewed Math Strategy with a focus on students 
with Learning Disabilities.  LDAH feels there is a need for early intervention and 
identification for students with LD before the grades 3 and 4.  There are currently no 
specifics for screening for phonological awareness and the plan does not offer continued 
support for grades 1-12 in the special education placement options.   

 
4.0 Questions from the Public 

None 
 

5.0 SEAC Discussion/Question Period 
L. Cameron brought forward feedback regarding current elementary summer school offerings.  
Currently, summer school is offered for students who would like to increase their elementary 
grade average but options are not available for students with any type of challenges.                  
L. Cameron would like to know if there will be options/programs available to these students in 
the future. 
 
M. Zonneveld responded that summer school is not a mandate of the Ministry but rather a 
choice of individual Boards.  The purpose is to provide the opportunity to increase or improve 
knowledge and skills and is currently designed for students working on grade level work.  This 
was considered in the past but there were complications due to the number of students 
interested in participating in this type of class/program.  M. Zonneveld suggested that parents 
interested in this programming please communicate their request through email.   
 

6.0 Communication to SEAC  
6.1   Superintendent’s Report - SEAC Superintendent’s Report – May 1, 2018 

 
June 5, 2018 
 

1. Outdoor Learning Space Design at MM Robinson HS – The design for the outdoor learning 
space at MM Robinson is almost complete.  Staff  have moved quickly with this work in order 
to meet the timelines for the construction work to occur this summer.  Designs will be shared 
on screen during the meeting and SEAC members are invited to provide feedback. 
 

2. Viola Desmond PS Late Opening – This elementary school in Milton, which was scheduled to 
open in September, will be delayed due to a late start in construction.  Students will be 
accommodated at Martin Street PS and Anne J MacArthur PS until Thanksgiving, at which 
time it is anticipated that the new school will be ready.  Although Viola Desmond PS will have 
a Life Skills suite, these new classrooms won’t be utilized until Sept 2019.  Next year all Milton 
students in Life Skills classes will be accommodated in existing classes in Milton. 
 

3. Improving Communication and Common Understandings – The recommendations from Phase 
2 of the Special Education Review include, “Improve information sharing and 
communication among staff” and “Review and revise identification and assessment criteria for 
each exceptionality”.  In response to these recommendations four documents have been 
created and have been shared with SEAC.  These documents are; Categories of 
Exceptionalities, Criteria for Special Education Programs and Placements, Psych assessment 
and process, Speech-Language Referrals.  The purpose of these documents is to clearly 
communicate the definitions, criteria, practices, and processes related to board programs and 
services.  These draft documents will be widely shared and referred to by staff, parents and 
community partners during the 2018-19 school year, revised as needed, and included in the 
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2019-20 Special Education Plan.  SEAC will have the opportunity to process these documents 
and provide feedback at a meeting in the fall of 2018. 
 

6.2 Association Reports 
 none 

 
6.3 Trustee Reports  
 L. Reynolds  

• Board meeting tomorrow June 6th – topics for discussion will be 2018/2019 budget, 
LTAP –   would like to have a future discussion opportunity with SEAC to discuss 
some of the data that has been generated.   

• Recommendation to expand HDSB wifi filtering.  Current filters go up to grade 6 and 
the recommendation is to extend this filter to upper grades.  SEAC members shared 
concerns with filtering content.  L. Reynolds thanked SEAC for their contribution and 
will address their comments with the Board. 

 
 R. Papin  

• Motion being brought forward for fair funding for students – suggesting that a 
committee be created to bring public awareness around fix the finance. This 
awareness is about how HDSB is funded and the fact that it is the lowest funded 
English public school board on a per pupil basis in the province.   

 
6.4 Committees and Other Reports  

PIC – D. Spence.   
• October 13th  Garth Webb S.S, Keynote speaker will be Amber Mac.  
• Conference theme is Future Goals and Competencies, Imagining Possibilities and 

Inspiring Success.  
 
MMR/LBP Integration Update – J. Bartlett updated SEAC on what was reviewed at the May 
24th meeting which touched on the events and work that has taken place surrounding focus 
groups, transitions, artifact memorabilia distribution etc.  A detailed summary was sent to 
SEAC through email.  Next meeting is to take place in October to review the integration 
process.  

 
7.0 Next Agenda/Order Paper 

SEAC to be updated in August 2018. 
 

8.0 Adjournment 
8.1  Motion to Adjourn 

#115-18 L Morris/S Foster 
           “THAT the meeting be adjourned.”         
                 Carried Unanimously 
                
 The meeting adjourned at 9:20 pm 


